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What Is the UAE Golden Visa?

A long-term residence visa valid for 5 or 10 years, renewable.

Launched in 2019 and significantly expanded in 2022 to cover more categories.

Grants 100% business ownership in the UAE — no local sponsor required.

Holders can stay outside the UAE for extended periods without losing their visa status.

Does NOT automatically confer tax residency — this is the single most common misconception among NRIs.

To become a UAE tax resident, you must separately apply for a Tax Residency Certificate (TRC) from the

Federal Tax Authority (FTA).
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Real Estate Investment

The most straightforward path — buy property, get residency.

PARAMETER DETAILS

Minimum Investment AED 2,000,000

Approx. INR ~₹5 Crore

Approx. USD ~$545,000

Visa Duration 10 Years

Processing Time 2 – 4 Weeks

Sponsor Required No

Requirements

Property can be single or multiple — total value must meet AED 2M threshold.

Property must be completed — off-plan purchases are generally not eligible.

Joint ownership is permitted, but each owner’s share must individually be worth AED 2M+.

Key Documents

Title deed from Dubai Land Department

Valid passport (6+ months remaining)

Emirates ID application

Medical fitness test

UAE health insurance

Pros

Straightforward process with minimal bureaucracy.

Builds a tangible UAE asset base.

Rental income potential — Dubai yields average 5–8%.



Cons

Significant capital locked in real estate.

Exposure to property market risk and price cycles.

Ongoing maintenance, service charges, and management costs.

Best for: HNIs who want dual purpose — residence + investment with rental income.
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Business / Entrepreneur

For promoters and founders relocating operations to the UAE.

PARAMETER DETAILS

Minimum Investment AED 2,000,000

Or Revenue Threshold AED 1,000,000/yr

Approx. INR ~₹5 Crore

Visa Duration 5 – 10 Years

Processing Time 4 – 8 Weeks

Sponsor Required No

Pathways

Option A: Establish a company in a UAE Free Zone with share capital of AED 2M+.

Option B: Existing business with annual revenue of AED 1M+.

Option C: Startup endorsed by an accredited UAE business incubator.

Key Documents

Trade license

Memorandum & Articles of Association (MOA/AOA)

Bank statements (6–12 months)

Business plan (for startup route)

Pros

Operational business presence in the UAE.

Revenue-generating entity in a tax-free environment.

Enables gradual business migration from India.



Cons

Requires active business setup and management.

Free zone restrictions on trading within mainland UAE.

Higher complexity and ongoing compliance.

Best for: Promoters and entrepreneurs relocating their business operations to the UAE.
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Investment (Financial)

Passive capital deployment — no active business management needed.

PARAMETER DETAILS

Minimum Investment AED 2,000,000

Approx. INR ~₹5 Crore

Visa Duration 10 Years

Processing Time 3 – 6 Weeks

Sponsor Required No

Eligible Instruments Approved Funds, FDs, UAE Securities

Requirements

Deposit AED 2M+ in a UAE-approved investment fund, or create a company with capital of AED 2M+.

Eligible instruments include approved investment funds, bank fixed deposits, and UAE securities.

Key Documents

Bank or investment account statements

Valid passport

Proof of investment (fund certificates, FD receipts)

Pros

Fully passive — no business management or operations.

Diversifies portfolio into UAE financial instruments.

Clean and simple process.

Cons

Capital must remain invested for the visa duration.



Limited to approved instruments — cannot freely choose.

Returns may be lower than alternative deployments.

Best for: UHNIs who want passive entry into the UAE without running business operations.
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Specialized Talent

For high-skill professionals — no capital investment required.

PARAMETER DETAILS

Capital Requirement None

Salary Threshold AED 30,000+/month

Visa Duration 10 Years

Processing Time 2 – 4 Weeks

Sponsor Required Employer (some categories)

Categories Scientists, MDs, PhDs, Senior Executives

Eligible Categories

Scientists, researchers, and PhD holders

Doctors and healthcare specialists

Engineers in specialized fields

Artists and creative professionals with awards

Senior executives and C-suite professionals

Requirements

Recognition, award, or endorsement from the relevant UAE authority.

Monthly salary of AED 30,000+ for skilled professional categories.

Key Documents

Degree certificates (attested and authenticated)

Employment contract

Employer endorsement letter



Pros

No capital investment required whatsoever.

Fast processing, low administrative burden.

10-year visa with family sponsorship.

Cons

Limited to specific professions and categories.

Some categories require employer sponsorship.

Endorsement process can be subjective.

Best for: Senior professionals relocating to UAE with high-skill roles and employer backing.



Route Comparison Matrix

Every pathway compared across the metrics that matter.

FEATURE REAL ESTATE BUSINESS INVESTMENT TALENT

Min. Investment AED 2M AED 2M (or AED 1M

revenue)

AED 2M None (salary-

based)

Approx. INR ₹5 Cr ₹5 Cr ₹5 Cr N/A

Visa Duration 10 years 5 – 10 years 10 years 10 years

Processing

Time

2 – 4 weeks 4 – 8 weeks 3 – 6 weeks 2 – 4 weeks

Sponsor

Required

No No No Employer (some)

Family Included Yes Yes Yes Yes

Complexity Low Medium – High Low Low

Best For HNIs, passive

investors

Promoters, entrepreneurs UHNIs,

passive

Senior

professionals



Critical Distinction: Golden Visa ≠ Tax Residency

This is the single most expensive mistake NRIs make. Read this carefully.

The Golden Visa gives you the right to reside in the UAE. That is all.

It does NOT make you a UAE tax resident automatically.

For tax residency, you must separately apply for a UAE Tax Residency Certificate (TRC) from the Federal Tax

Authority (FTA).

TRC requirements: physically live in the UAE for 183+ days per year (or have a permanent home and center of

financial interest in the UAE).

Without a TRC, you cannot claim DTAA benefits on your Indian income.

Common mistake: getting a Golden Visa, assuming DTAA protection applies, and then losing up to 31.2% on

NRO TDS that could have been avoided with proper planning.



Setup Cost Comparison

Beyond the investment — the actual fees and charges for each route.

COST ITEM REAL ESTATE BUSINESS INVESTMENT TALENT

Investment /

Asset

AED 2M+ AED 2M+ AED 2M+ None

Visa Fees ~AED 5,000 ~AED 5,000 ~AED 5,000 ~AED 5,000

Medical Test ~AED 500 ~AED 500 ~AED 500 ~AED 500

Emirates ID ~AED 370 ~AED 370 ~AED 370 ~AED 370

Insurance ~AED 1,500/yr ~AED 1,500/yr ~AED 1,500/yr Employer-

covered

DLD Transfer Fee 4% of value (~AED 80K on

AED 2M)

— — —

Total Setup ~AED 2,087,370 ~AED

2,007,370+

~AED

2,007,370

~AED 5,870



Which Route for Which Profile?

Four common NRI archetypes and the Golden Visa pathway that fits each one.

# PROFILE
NET

WORTH
SITUATION

RECOMMENDED

ROUTE

01 Mumbai

Promoter

₹50 Cr Second-generation manufacturing promoter. Wants

to move operating entity to UAE while maintaining

India production. Needs an active business structure

in a free zone.

Business /

Entrepreneur

02 Bangalore

Tech UHNI

₹20 Cr Former startup founder with a liquid portfolio. No

plans to run an active business in UAE. Wants

residency with minimal administrative overhead.

Real Estate or

Investment

03 Delhi Family

Office

₹100

Cr+

Third-generation family with diversified holdings

across real estate, equities, and private equity.

Needs a sophisticated UAE presence with

institutional infrastructure.

Investment +

DIFC Entity

04 Senior

Professional

₹5 Cr VP-level technology executive offered a Dubai role at

AED 40,000+/month. Does not want to deploy capital

for a visa — employer will sponsor.

Specialized

Talent



Disclaimer

This guide is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal or tax advice. Golden Visa requirements and fees are

subject to change by UAE federal and emirate-level authorities. Investment thresholds and processing times are indicative and may

vary. Always consult a qualified immigration advisor and tax professional before making any decisions based on the information

contained in this document. Achutaverse LLC accepts no liability for actions taken based on this guide.
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